
The Collections Committee met on the 1st Tues of November, the 6th 
(Election Day), at the Inlet Town Hall ... due to lack-of-heat in the IHS 
building.  We took materials to the Senior's Room, where Sue Beck, Ron 
Dearlove, Letty Haynes, Julie Biehn, Bruce O'Hara and Dianne Thibado 
were present for the meeting.  We worked on materials from the O'Hara 
Collection and Sue continued to work on materials from Adk Discovery. 
 
[Dianne spoke w/ Mitch re: the heat at the Historical Society and 
volunteered to contact Greg Clarke of Clarke Fuel [as we happen to be 
neighbors and are on good terms]. On Wednesday (the 7th), I advised him 
that we were concerned, due to the sensitive nature of some of the items 
in the building (ie, the computer), that the lack of the heat might cause 
problems.  Greg stated he would make it a priority to get the tank set up 
and the heat turned on, which he subsequently did on Thursday. 
 
Greg informed me that the unit at the rear of the building was in good 
working order, but the unit at the front of the building needed to be 
cleaned: the pilot would not stay lit.  I referred him to Mitch, as Greg said 
he believed it would only take an hour or so to have the unit working 
properly and wanted to know whether or not he should do the work.  Ron 
checked the building a day or so later, and said it was quite a bit warmer 
even with just the one unit working, and that he put a thermometer on the 
table to check the temperature... and also, turned the heat down a bit 
(though he was not certain whether the building was so warm due to the 
setting on the heater, or due to the unseasonably mild weather).  He hung 
a heavy shipping blanket over the stairwell, to help block the heat escaping 
upstairs, and felt that everything was in much better order.] 
 
Back to the meeting:  Dianne was able to bring a new Accessions item to 
the attention of the Collections Committee.  Having spoken with members 
of the O'Hara family several days previously, Dianne informed those 
present that a truly outstanding offer has been made to the IHS.  The 
O'Hara brothers (Greg, Bruce and Shawn) are in possession of an original 
Adirondack guide boat, believed to be over 100 years of age, which they 
jointly inherited through their family.  The boat had been examined within 
the last several years by a professional guide boat builder, who did not 
recognize the boat as the specific design of any of the known builders but 
who stated he believes it to be an early Adirondack boat in style and, in 
that its history / provenance is known and that the boat belonged to the 
Arrowhead Hotel during the time when the O'Hara family owned and ran 
the hotel... he believed that the guide boat likely was built by one of the 
early Adirondack guides who worked for the Arrowhead Hotel, probably 
over the course of a winter, for use by the guide in his duties at the Hotel. 



 
We have received an offer, by the O'Hara brothers, to have the boat on 
permanent loan to the Historical Society.  That being the case, insurance 
on the guide boat falls to the owners (one of whom would then have a rider 
added to their existing insurance to cover the guide boat while displayed at 
the Historical Society). 
 
Discussion followed among the Committee members present, all of whom 
are in favor of accepting this generous offer.  Ron suggested the boat 
could be hung from the ceiling, tipped at an angle so visitors could view the 
boat's structure.  Bruce stated that not only is the boat believed to be over 
100 years of age, and hand-built right in Inlet, but they have the original 
oars... seats & seat backs... and the yoke as well.  Dianne added that, for 
display purposes, it would be quite impressive to add the Adirondack pack 
basket and creel which we currently have on display, as well as any other 
such suitable items which would have been used by an early guide. 
 
Ron stated that, by hanging the boat, we would still be able to use space 
below it for other materials... and it would keep children from climbing into 
the boat, possibly damaging it. 
 
Therefore, it's the request and recommendation of the Collections 
Committee to the Board that, despite the boat's size, the Historical Society 
should accept this very generous offer. 
 
The meeting began at 3:00 p.m. - some members stayed until 5:00 and the 
remainder finished up just before 5:30 p.m.  Our next meeting is scheduled 
for the first Tues. in December, which falls on December 4th.  As we 
expect to have no additional problems w/ heat at the building, we will be 
meeting at the Historical Society at 3:00 pm. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Dianne J Thibado	  


