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www.inlethistoricalsociety.org  
 
Happy New Year 2013. 
 
2012 truly proved to be a banner year for the Inlet Historical Society (IHS).  We have a hard-working, motivated and 
forward-thinking Board of Trustees, and the Board took charge in creative and very productive ways.  They set realistic, 
specific goals for 2012 and dedicated their efforts towards achieving them: 
 

- IHS took possession of our own building on Main Street, directly across Route 28 from the Woods Inn… the 
generous gift came to IHS from the American Legion Leonard-Mick Roberts Post #1402.  (And we had 
strong support on May 5th when members stopped by for a ‘cleanup & paint day.’) A plaque, recognizing their 
donation, has been made and will permanently be on view inside the IHS. 
 

- Billy’s Restaurant, in Old Forge, hosted an IHS Fundraiser on May 29th which raised $466. 
 

- IHS offered fine summer programs: “Final Trail for Fulton Chain Pioneers, by Charlie Herr;” ”Prelude to 
Oriskany” by Mitch Lee; and “Local Children’s Camps” by Craig Wittlin. 

 
- In addition, we held our first Open House (on July 28th) in our new building..  

 
- IHS was proud to offer our own, limited edition, historic newspaper, “Inlet in the News,” which presented 

historic articles from the past... featuring Inlet and the people who have helped make it so special.  (If you 
have a copy, save it for your grandkids!) 

 
- Two wonderful IHS 2012 volunteer summer interns greeted visitors in our building… Marina Vrotsos and 

Hannah Biehn. Already, steps are being taken to hopefully repeat that success with new interns for 2013. 
 
- The Summer Raffle raised $528 – the winning ticket for an authentic, contemporary Navajo rug, 24” x 34” 

(donated by Marsha Herr) was drawn over Labor Day weekend & won by Bob Wheeler of Potsdam, N.Y. 
 

- And we thank Dave Scranton for his expertise in creating the beautiful new look of the Inlet Historical 
Society‘s website www.inlethistoricalsociety.org This is the place to find all our current … and future… 
events, as well as all IHS news, meetings & goings on.    

 
- Our Collections’ Committee has been busy… meeting on the first Tuesday of each month, this dedicated 

group of members accessions items as small as historic postcards and old pictures … Adirondack pack 
basket & fishing gear, a Tiffany-style lamp… up to larger items, such as the historic fire extinguisher from the 
1930s at Holl’s Inn.  And, with many thanks to the O’Hara family [brothers Greg & Bruce of Inlet, & Shawn of 
Colorado], IHS will soon have (on permanent loan) a genuine Adirondack guide boat… over one hundred 
years old… which is believed to have been hand-made right in Inlet by an early guide at the Arrowhead Hotel. 

 

 
 
- Nor should we overlook the wonderful collection of large, historic photographs of early Inlet, printed up and 

donated to IHS by David Vogan. You’ll see these wonderful old prints on IHS walls. 
 
- Not quite so historic … yet … but we also have an original, framed print of Nancie Battaglia’s aerial shot of 

our new, ‘Guiness Book of World Records’–setting ‘One Square Mile of Hope’ (from Sept. 24, 2011), when 
Inlet took the World record for largest floating raft for the second time… history in the making!   

 



- And IHS added free Wi-Fi to our little corner of Inlet’s downtown: our signal is high-speed, no password 
required. 

 
 
Looking Forward in 2013 
 
The IHS Board of Trustees has set their sights high with new goals for 2013: from care, upkeep and renovations on the 
building to new fund-raising… from increasing membership to summer programs… from care of our Collections to finding 
new summer interns… it’s going to be a great year. 
 
The Board has solicited a quote for the replacement of the two large windows & the door facing the road at the front of 
the building… the windows will be specifically treated to protect historical items on display from damaging UV light, and 
the door needs to be replaced as well.  The quote included the costs for four new windows upstairs as well, making this 
project the first major structural expense of our building.  The projected expense for necessary repairs (including materials 
and labor) is $12,500 from our Building Fund.  Nor does that cover the day-to-day costs of utilities, maintenance and 
operating expenses. 
 
A huge debt of gratitude is owed to Waddie Kalil, who has donated the entire cost of our new sign, which will be placed at 
the front of the building as soon as weather permits. This is a wonderful and generous gift which will make the Inlet 
Historical Society a more visible presence here in Inlet.  Additionally, Waddie was directly responsible for a recent letter 
sent out on behalf of IHS to area business owners, asking for their contributions and support to our Building Fund-raising 
goal of $25,000 (repairs and other building expenses). 
 
Also, our special thanks to Eugene Melnyczuk, who not only attends many of the Board meetings but shared his idea of 
approaching the B.O.C.E.S. carpentry instructor(s) in regards to having shelves built for IHS (both for display and 
storage).  Eugene volunteered to make contact personally, and has set in motion the beginnings of a project for students 
to gain valuable experience & skills while we benefit by gaining new shelves.  IHS will pay for materials & have the 
supplies dropped to the school; the students will receive our list of dimensions / shelving list… the student labor is free: 
they learn while engaged on the project, and we’ll benefit from new shelves built specifically to our requests.  
 
Ron Dearlove & Dianne Thibado spent about two hours completing measurements of the rooms and mapping out the 
specifics of display shelves and bookshelves for the main room downstairs, as well as storage shelves for upstairs, and… 
together with Letty Haynes and Sue Beck… the Collections Committee held discussions on the sizes (height, width and 
depth) of shelving for various spots, as well as the overall layout for their use.  Letty’s suggestion of adding doors to the 
lower-most shelf of each unit, thereby providing storage throughout, was unanimously agreed to. 
 
Membership & Meetings – 
  
2013 IHS Board meetings are scheduled for the following dates: January 17, February 21, March 21, April 18, and May 16 
(all at 5:30 p.m., at the IHS building).  
 
Every meeting of the IHS Board of Trustees is open to all members of the Society.  These Trustees are the people 
you’ve chosen to address our most important priorities… but membership support is crucial to achieving those goals. You  
might consider becoming an active member on one of our Committees: Publications , Membership, Funding, Auditing, 
 Nominating, By-Laws, Finance, Collections and Museum Committees are open to all IHS members. 
 
If you have not already done so, please renew your membership(s) for the present year which ends July 31, 2013, and 
add your voice and ideas to our goals for the coming year.  Thanks for your continued support and tell your friends about 
our efforts.  From an informal meeting of folks interested in local and area history to a full-fledged NYS-Chartered, non-
profit IRS-recognized Inlet Historical Society … complete with our own building… we’ve come a long way.  Join us in the 
next part of our journey. 
 
Thank you to the all of Inlet Historical Society’s members and its many supporters. 
	  
Sincerely,	  
	  
Dianne	  J	  Thibado,	  Chair	  
IHS	  Collections	  Committee	  


